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Resolution 1975-13-22 
 
THROWAWAY CONTAINERS 
 
WHEREAS, the use of throwaway iA~ttles and pull-tab cans started about 15 years ago and is increasing 
at a rapid rate in the beverage container industry, with total production now approaching 100 billion units 
per year; and 
 
WHEREAS, large and growing numbers of these containers find their way into our streams and onto our 
public lands, thereby degrading our enjoyment of hunting, fishing, and other outdoor experiences; and 
 
WHEREAS, throwaways have been shown to present a physical danger to the health and welfare of birds 
and animals in the wild; and 
 
WHEREAS, comprehensive studies by the University of Illinois and the Midwest Research Institute both 
show that the American throwaway causes an energy waste equivalent to nearly six million gallons of 
gasoline per day; and 
 
WHEREAS, growing demands of the American energy complex are coming into increasing conflict with 
the management of our public lands for wildlife and recreation; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Oregon “bottle” law has in three years proved successful both in removing the throwaway 
problem and in maintaining employment and the total state economy at or above pre-law levels; and 
 
WHEREAS, growing public resentment against throwaways caused introduction of 177 separate bills in 
43 state legislatures this year, with at least 90 of those bills still alive; restrictive new laws have already 
been enacted in both Vermont and Minnesota; and  
 
WHEREAS, a piecemeal state by state approach will prove an ineffective solution to this national 
problem;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE. BE IT RESOLVED that the International Association of Game, Fish and 
Conservation Commissioners registers its support for passage of a national law designed to eliminate 
these throwaways from American life by requiring the industry to return to production and use of 
returnable beverage containers. 
 
 
Adopted September 10, 1975 
Las Vegas, Nevada 
 
